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We know our stakeholders stay busy during the dog days of summer; ASPR 

TRACIE is here to help! Due to the heat wave that recently gripped much of 

the nation, we want to remind you to check out the Lessons Learned: Extreme 

Heat and Plans, Tools, and Templates: Excessive Heat sections in our Natural 

Disasters Topic Collection. You also can find related resources in our Utility 

Failures Topic Collection. 

  

We’ ve been busy creating new and updating existing resources that can help 

with your disaster medicine, healthcare system preparedness, and public 

health emergency preparedness efforts. We sincerely appreciate your support 

and encourage you to reach out to us if you have a resource to share or need 
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technical assistance.  

  

In this issue of The Express, we highlight new publications, upcoming events, 

and updates from our three domains.  

New: Mass Casualty Trauma Triage—Paradigms and Pitfalls  

This paper incorporates lessons learned from recent bombing and mass 

shooting incidents to provide a triage framework for emergency medical 

providers that accounts for the differences between “ conventional”  mass 

casualty incidents and mass violence incidents. 

New: ASPR TRACIE Healthcare Coalition Surge Estimator Tool  

In a mass casualty incident, healthcare coalitions (HCCs) need to understand 

their capacity to accommodate the incident from both the conventional 

(usual) and contingency or crisis (surge) capacity perspectives. The aggregate 

of this data can provide critical information about the capacities of the HCC’ s 

acute care hospitals and allow prediction about whether a given incident will 

overwhelm the local beds available and how much outside support may be 

required. The Healthcare Coalition Surge Estimator Tool (and accompanying 

Data Collection Form; both available in Excel) concentrate on key measures 

that represent conventional and contingency capacity, with the understanding 

that crisis standards of care may be required when these are insufficient. The 

information is submitted by each hospital to their HCC for aggregation for use 

in local, state, and federal planning. Individual hospital data is not submitted 

to ASPR.  

  

We also encourage you to check out the Healthcare Coalition Pediatric Surge 

Annex Template which includes general headers and descriptions HCCs can 

incorporate while developing their own plans. This annex is complemented by 

our recent comprehensive refresh of the Pediatric Topic Collection.  

New: Engaging Healthcare System Partners in Medical Surge  

This ASPR TRACIE webpage includes links to recent reports on healthcare 

providers’  perceived levels of medical surge preparedness. These partners 
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represent a variety of settings (e.g., accountable care organizations, clinics, 

home health and hospice, primary care, and urgent care centers).  

New: Federal Recovery Programs for Healthcare Organizations  

As disasters continue to have direct effects on healthcare facilities, 

organizational financial and administrative preparedness capabilities are 

gaining more attention. This tip sheet provides an overview of eligibility 

factors, program/grant requirements, and pre- and post-disaster federal 

financial opportunities (e.g., direct reimbursement and disaster-related loans) 

for healthcare facilities.   

Evacuating a Region: New Behind the Response Article  

Floodwaters from Hurricane Harvey inundated 23 out of 25 southeast Texas 

counties covered by the Southeast Texas Regional Advisory Council’ s 

(SETRAC) Regional Healthcare Preparedness Coalition (RHPC). Many hospitals 

and nursing homes were evacuated while others closed their submarine doors, 

sheltered in place, and received critical supplies via helicopter and high-water 

vehicles. ASPR TRACIE interviewed Lori Upton (RN, BSN, MS, CEM), Director 

of Regional Preparedness and Operations for SETRAC, to learn more about 

healthcare facility evacuation from a regional perspective. 

Register Today for the ASPR TRACIE Resource Review Webinar!     

Join us on August 27, from 1:30-2:45 PM ET, as we walk participants through 

an overview of new and updated resources and webpages across a variety of 

topics, and share what’ s on the horizon for ASPR TRACIE. Register 

today—space is limited.  

Additional Upcoming Events  

August 18-20, 2019  

The 2019 Community Health Institute & EXPO (held in Chicago) allows health 

centers to learn more about new disciplines, collaboration, workforce 

development, technology and pursuing innovative models of care that target 

both the social determinants of health and address the emerging public health 

issues and challenges of our day. We invite you to visit ASPR TRACIE’ s 
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poster presentation on August 18, from 5:00-6:30 PM.    

  

September 23-24, 2019  

The Public Health & Disasters Conference (held in West Jordan, UT) is an 

annual, multidisciplinary national conference that brings together 

professionals from public health, health care, emergency management and 

other disciplines involved in preparing for, responding to, and recovering from 

public health emergencies.    

  

October 9-11, 2019  

The 11th Annual Healthcare Preparedness Symposium (held in Galveston, TX) 

provides an opportunity for national collaboration and information sharing 

while promoting resiliency in the healthcare community.   

  

October 13-15, 2019  

The 2019 Home Care and Hospice Conference and Expo provides home care 

and hospice professionals the opportunity to network, learn from colleagues 

and discuss exciting new trends in home care and hospice delivery. ASPR 

TRACIE will be speaking on the connection between home health and hospice 

providers and medical surge capabilities.      

  

November 4-6, 2019  

The AHEPP Annual Conference (held in Orlando, FL) provides attendees the 

opportunity to learn more about research and best practices, network, and 

collaborate on ways to move healthcare preparedness forward.    

  

December 2-5, 2019  

This year’ s National Healthcare Coalition Preparedness Conference is being 

held in Houston and will focus on how coalitions can contribute to community 

resilience.  

Domain Updates  

 

Technical Resources  

We continue to refresh our comprehensively developed Topic 

https://utah.publichealthcloud.com/www/lms/training-info.aspx?trainingID=147
https://www.setrac.org/events/symposium/
http://texas2018.nahc.org/2019-exhibitors/
https://www.aheppannual.org/
https://web.cvent.com/event/ae465052-6f92-42b9-bad3-27bf2a30fcb9/websitePage:01588c4c-3950-4b4b-8f04-b8f5bc1e36e7
https://asprtracie.hhs.gov/technical-resources/topic-collection
https://asprtracie.hhs.gov/technical-resources


 

Collections in the Technical Resources domain! Access the most 

recent version of the VHF/Ebola, Mental/Behavioral Health, and 

Responder Safety and Health Topic Collections today! Next in line: 

Recovery and Continuity of Operations—check back often! 
 

 

Assistance Center  

The Assistance Center has processed more than 4,900 technical 

assistance (TA) requests from a variety of stakeholders. Recently 

released responses to TA requests include: Generator Fuel 

Calculators; Level C Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

Resources for Pre-Hospital Healthcare Providers; and Planned 

Power Outages and Community Impacts to Individuals Receiving 

Medical Care. Check out our summary of TA responses, and please 

reach out if you need assistance.  
 

 

Information Exchange  

More than 6,000 of your colleagues use the Information Exchange 

(IE)—do you? Register now to join the conversation and learn 

more about setting up private topic areas. Need help navigating 

the IE? Check out this short how-to video.  
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